CAREER
ASPIRATIONS

Fueling Engagement
of Today's High
School Students

Future Careers are on Students' Minds

Majorities of high school
students are thinking
Very Much or Quite a Bit
about their future careers.* 7454 Juniors

809, Seniors

70°%;, Sophomores

—d® 669, Freshmen

"Question: How much thought have youw given to your future career?

AFRICAN AMERICANS 83%
No Matter
Their Race or HISPANICS 76%
Ethnicity ASIANS

WHITES T0%

No Matter Their

Gender
79% 66%
FEMALE MALE
No Matter

Their SES*

*Socioceconomic Status (SES) is based on the proportion of students in the schoal eligible far
Free or Reduced Lunch

Good News, Teachers!

You Can Leverage Interest in Careers to...

® O O

Boost Academic
Motivation and
Engagement!

Encourage Self-Direction Give Students Focus
in Cultivating

Metworks for Success?®

in Choosing Courses
and Activities?®

Leveraging students' interest in future careers can

help keep them engaged in class activities.

It is a question that high school
students hear often..but whether
others are asking or not, most

What do you want to be when you grow up?

students are already thinking about
possible career pathways.

Career Goals Give Students a Sense of Purpose

It is "extremely difficult to tell a teenager what
his or her purpose for learning should be."4

However, when students realize their

purpose on their own, they have...

« more motivation®

+ greater stability in their lives®t

+ better youth development cutcomes’

Encouraging students to focus on their career
aspirations empowers them to connect today's
academics and activities with tomorrow's success.

Keep Encouraging Your Students to Consider
Future Pathways!!

The SRF Survey:
« encourages students to consider their futures
*» helps students set goals and identify interests

vy
~“.M'

« reminds students your class affects their future

SRF connects students
with educational resources
tailored to their needs,
interests, and goals.
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This infographic summarizes findings from the Career Pathways and 21st Century
Skills Survey sponsored by the Research Consortium on Career Pathways and 21st
Century skills. Administered nationwide by SRF in Fall 2009, the analysis is based
on responses of 47899 students in high school classrooms across the nation. To
learn more visit wwww StudentResearchFoundation.org.
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